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Copper Thaft Knows No Market Limits 3

Wille Gne State Ponders Change: In Law, Stations Share Tips to Deter ‘et Wire? Crife:

by Randy 3, Stine, 3,01,2008 AP
Randy Stine /s a fraguent RW contributor,

TALLAHASSEE, Fla.

It's difficult and not desirable to build or oparate a inedern transmitter site witheut at
least some copper. However, that shiny wire and tubing Is attractive to thieves who steal
It and resell it to scrap matal dealers for anywhere from $2.50 to $3 3 pound.

Florida lagislators are syeing get-tough measures 1 stop copper thieves from ransacking
vitinerable and often remote broadcast sites and resailing the scrap metal.

The huge worldwide demand for coppar and other non-ferrous metais hae triggered what
some say I8 an apidamic of scrap metal thisyary, which in turt has ted as many 58 20
states to adupt laws that make It more diMicult for the scofflaws to rasel] their metal,
arcording Lo the scrap metal industry.

Radio broadeastars hars and acrass the cauniry have been tha targat of numerous
copper hit and runs with air conditioner units, ground systems, transeissien lines, utliity
wires and transmitters targeted by the copper bandits, say thoae familiar with he
problem.

In Florida, rellgious outlet WTLN(AM), Orlandp, was knocked of the air in January when
vandals ripped copper from the station's transmittar site. Similar reports have come from
broadeasters across the nation as metai prices have soared the past tive yearns,

Minimize losoes

Broadcast engineers are making effarts to eliminate attractive targets and minimize
logses,

CQlear Channel has been hit numerous times all ovar tha country, said Michae! Golchert,
AM fiald anginear far the company.

“We've |ogt MVAC unite, copper buss bars, copper greunding straps and even a four-bay
ERI rototillar antenna to thievas,” Golchert sald. *Most markets that heve been hit or feef
that they are vulnarabie have Increased security araund their faciities.”

Counter-measures include keyless passkey securlty systems, motlon sensors Inside
tranamitter bulldings, and low-fight carneras inside and outzide facifities, Golchert sald.

Claar Channe! stations have taken steps to improve relationships with local law
enforcement, he said, in hapas of inereasing patrols near remote transmitter sites,

Gary Klina, corporate director of englneering for Cumulus, cited numerous copper theft
incldents, including a January avent at WICC(AM) in Bridgeport, Conn., whare thieves
gtole copper tubing that supplies propane to the ganerator.
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*Copper tubing was rippad off the ragulator and tubing was pufled from the bullding,”
wrate Chief Englneer Ed Butler of WICC in & report to Kiine, “At somae peint I think we
should look Into adding 12-faot fences with razor wire around the buildings.”

Starling Davis, vice president of engineering for Cox Radio, sai his radio stations have
een hib in severn! markeats,

*Stations arm raviewing thelr security systems to see where we can do better, Really just
standard security meusures,” Davis said,

Brazen Florida thieyes

Davis racalled buliding the KRXI(TV) transmitter sites on a remote mountain near Reno,
Nev., and painting axternal transmission line gray to devalue # a little in the eyes of
thievas, '

*I'va aisu heard that using tar on exterior ground strap systems helps stop theft because
it renglers the copper worthiess for re-sale,” Davig dded.

In Florida, brazen copper thigves have bean visiting unmanned transmitter sies and
gobbling Up coppser transmiselon ling and coax regularly, satd Stave Flukar, director of
angineering for Cox Radlo in Orlando.

He supports a iegislative measure proposed (n that state to make it more difficult for
vandais to sail stolen copper and other scrap metal.

The legisiation, introduced by state Rep. Scot Randoiph, would requira recyeling centers
[h the 3tata ko copy the photn 1D of the seller with every racorded sale,

*T would ao further and say the law should require the recycling company to delay the
check by 10 days. If a theft is reported this would give authorities time to chegk the
recyclers and possibly cateh the thieves when they return for their moriey,” Fluker added,

Mitford Smith, vice president of sngineering at Greater Media, racounted an Incident at
WPEN(AM), Philadeiphla in 2007 during a power (ncrease project when thiaves stole *a
fair amount of copper strap and wire” stored in 8 garage prior to installation.

*Obvisusly semeone in the naighbathnog witnessed the delivery, After that, we posted a
sacurity guard at the site whanever work was not actively taking place,” Smith said.

Smith recominends thet broadeastars, during construction projects, keep copper
materials out of sight and idaally off site until just before Is it instalied,

*Unfortunately, copper thaft ib an all too common reality faced by broadcasters
netionwide,” sald NAB Executive Vice President of Media Refations Dennis Wharton. "It i
an Issue NAR has tried tb raise awaranesgs of over the years, We continue to encolirage
stations to protect thalr sagars,”

what iricks have you employed to discourage metsl theft? Write to
radioworld@nbmedia.com,
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